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Elevated stations

The term public infrastructure often sends a shiver up any architect's spine. Think brute concrete, raw steel, nuts
and bolts and form always being sacrificed to function. For it is engineers — not architects — who normally take the
lead constructing roads, rails and bridges. But not always. .
“I'm kind of gushing, but it's been an incredible experience,” says Alan Hart, the lead architect for Vancouver's
new Millennium Line, the second major phase of the city's commuter SkyTrain. Hart, of Vancouver-based VIA
Architecture, persuaded provincial officials to let architects take charge of this $1.7 billion project and it shows:
each of the 12 new stations is light, airy and highly sensitive to local topography and community — a stark contrast
to the original enclosed industrial-looking Expo Line stations completed
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